
National Honor Society 
 

Membership in National Honor Society is an honor granted to a select group of students. Because                
membership is an honor, membership also mandates a responsibility that each member has to his/her               
peers, the faculty, the staff, the community, and his/her fellow NHS members—past, present, and future.               
A member who disregards this responsibility places his/her membership in jeopardy. A member must              
continue to demonstrate all four qualities—scholarship, leadership, service, and character. Each of            
these qualities is equally important. Each member must maintain a 3.0 grade point average. The NHS                
Faculty Council's goal is to select individuals who understand the importance of these characteristics not               
only for their high school careers but also for their entire lives. 
 

Potential members must have a 3.2 grade point average and take three academic classes their               
sophomore year and two academic classes their junior and senior years. These students will meet with                
the NHS adviser at a preliminary meeting. At this meeting the adviser will explain the policy and                 
standards for NHS. Students who want to continue with the process may fill out student information                
forms. Those students who fill out forms will be considered by the NHS Faculty Council. If selected as                  
potential inductees, those students and their parents (or guardians) will attend a meeting. Once again               
the adviser will reiterate the NHS policy concerning the honor and responsibility of membership. This               
explanation will also include an explanation of the dismissal policy. Both the student and his/her               
parent(s) or guardian(s) must sign a statement stating understanding and acceptance of the policy              
before a student will be inducted into membership. 
 

Dismissal Procedure 
1. Students may be dismissed for failure to uphold any of the four criteria. Students will be                

warned of the problem. If the problem is not corrected, the NHS Faculty Council will meet and                 
vote. In cases of flagrant violation of NHS standards, a student does not have to be warned. 

2. Examples of flagrant violations of NHS standards are cheating, vandalism, and underage            
drinking. 
a. First, students who condone or participate in underage drinking should forego           

membership in NHS. 
(1) However, if such a student is a member and is caught drinking, (s)he would be               

dismissed without warning. 
(2) Any member—whether drinking or not—who attends an underage drinking party          

(chaperoned or not) would also lose his/her membership if (s)he was arrested. 
(3) Any member attending an underage drinking party but not drinking would receive a             

verbal and a written warning, for such conduct does not represent the highest             
standards of character. 

b. Members of NHS are to demonstrate conduct which is above reproach. 
3. If a student is dismissed from NHS, the student or her/his parents may contact the principal if                 

they feel the NHS Faculty Council has been unfair in its decision or procedure. 
4. If dismissed, the student is to return her/his membership card and pin. No one is reinstated                

after having been dismissed. 


